[Necroscopic findings in patients with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome].
The summaries of clinical data and the autopsy materials of 58 patients who died of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome were reviewed to study the spectrum of the pathologic features of this disease in a general hospital. Histologic sections of all organs were routinely obtained. The most affected organs were the lungs and encephalo, those responsible for the immediate cause of death. There were 11 types of microorganisms and 3 types of tumors. Among the microorganisms, the most frequent was the cytomegalovirus and, among tumors, Kaposi's sarcoma. The microorganisms were frequently associated, mainly in the central nervous system. There was also an association of microorganisms with tumors. Many patients presented with suppurative inflammation. Besides these lesions, a lymphocytic depletion of lymphoid organs was observed. The spectrum of pathologic changes in AIDS is vast, and pathologists should be aware of this fact to accurately diagnose the lesions they find. The morphologic lesions are neither unique nor specific for this syndrome, but in this clinical and immunologic setting they are characteristic. It became clear that several microorganisms and tumors sometimes can only be discovered by autopsy, which is an irrefutable proof that despite the modern technology, autopsy is unavoidable for the knowledge of the pathogeny of a disease.